Benefits of Migratory Birds in Oil Palm Plantations

How Can Oil Palm Plantations Benefit Migratory Birds?

Biodiversity for Busy Managers is an initiative by the Malaysian Palm Qil Council and Wild Asia to develop useful
and practical resources for those on the front line of land development. The idea is to inform managers and
planners about the key biodiversity issues that apply to cil palm plantation development, and provide practical
know-how to mitigate negative impacts on biodiversity in plantations. For more information, visit: www.wildasia.org
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Migratory Birds and Plantations — an Opportunity for Conservation

The decline of migratory birds is a global phenomenon with complex causes, including habitat loss, pollution,
hunting and climate change, among others. In our region, as elsewhere, the maost significant impact on

migratory bird populations has been the loss of natural habitat on which these birds depend.

This provides oil palm plantations with a conservation opportunity. If relatively small modifications are made to
traditional ways of plantation management over a wide area, this could have a significant positive effect in
providing sustenance and shelter for migratory birds, which may in turn slow down the rate of decline of many

species.
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